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Esker Arts

ello there to all in the faithful county and

beyond! We hope you're all enjoying the

Summer months. As you will know we tend to
be a little quieter in Esker Arts over July and August
but we still have an incredible lineup of events to
bring you in the doors. And from September onwards
we will be back in the full swing of things with some
exciting projects coming your way.

Visual Arts as always forms one of the centre pieces
of our programme and this Summer is no different
with two brilliant artists coming to the Croghan
Gallery; Pamela de Bri and Vincent Devine. Ar an
Imeall by artist Pamela de Bri is a bilingual project
which explores and documents a large selection of
Ireland’s offshore islands. Having researched the
history, landscape, demographics, and topography
of the islands over the last few years, the artist has
painted them, as seen from the mainland, trying to

capture their essence. The project seeks to record,
celebrate, respect and remember the individual world
that each island is and was to those that lived and
still live on it.

REGENESIS is a mid-career exhibition by Offaly artist
Vincent Devine, bringing together a selection of
works created across different stages of his artistic
practice. The exhibition presents an opportunity

to pause and reflect on the evolution of a body of
work shaped by curiosity, research, intuition, and
lived experience. The exhibition highlights the
breadth of Devine’s practice and his embracing of
experimentation and the unexpected directions that
emerge through the creative process.

We have several great stage productions including
The Kings of the Kilburn High Road brought to us
by Pure Mule Productions which tells the story a



group of Irish emigrants who moved to London in
the 1970s with dreams of fortune. The narrative
unfolds decades later over a single afternoon of
drinking, reminiscing and confrontation. Colin
Hughes Promotions will stage Stones in his Pockets,
a tragicomedy set in a rural Ireland village which

is descended upon by a Hollywood film studio. As
cultures clash, it becomes clear that Tinseltown’s
romanticized dream of Ireland is a long, long way
from reality...

We have some amazing music treats coming up
too! Myles Gaffney will take audiences on a journey
through Irish folk music with his well renowned
energy and audience engagement. We will host

the debut tour of an exciting new quartet, Kantos
Quartet, with a programme that looks both to
music and events of the 1920s and to the upcoming
bi-centenary of Beethoven'’s death in 1827. Music

Network continues its 40th anniversary celebrations
with a dynamic new collaboration featuring four of
Ireland’s most outstanding traditional musicians,
Muireann Nic Amhlaoibh, Pauline Scanlon, Tom
Morrow & John Doyle.

Our biggest news though is that we will be
introducing the Friends of Esker scheme later

this year. To launch the scheme, we have brought
together an evening full of some of Tullamore’s
incredible talent including Tolt Makay, Colin
Hughes, Music Generation and a whole host more.
We will have more details of the Friends scheme
very soon!

All of this and much more. There is something for
everybody and we hope to see you at something!

Sean Walsh

Artistic Director



AR AN IMEALL -
PAMELA DE BRI

Opening Saturday 4th July, 3pm

The exhibition Ar an Imeall -On the Edge is a bilingual project
which explores and documents a large selection of Ireland’s
offshore islands.

Having researched the history, landscape, demographics,

and topography of the islands over the last few years, the
artist has painted them, as seen from the mainland, trying to
capture their essence. Almost 60 islands are investigated,
mainly those that are or were once inhabited and, except for
Achill, are not connected to the mainland by a bridge. The
project seeks to record, celebrate, respect and remember the
individual world that each island is and was to those that lived
and still live on it.

The concept has its roots partly in Diarmuid Ferriter’s “On the
Edge, Ireland’s Offshore Islands, a modern history”.

The research for Ar an Imeall was supported by Kildare Co
Council Arts Service.

Runs until Saturday 26th September.

Admission free (all welcome)




REGENESIS-
VINCENT
DEVINE

Opening Saturday 4th July, 3pm

REGENESIS is a mid-career exhibition by Irish artist Vincent
Devine, bringing together a selection of works created across
different stages of his artistic practice. The exhibition presents
an opportunity to pause and reflect on the evolution of a body
of work shaped by curiosity, research, intuition, and lived
experience. The exhibition traces Devine’s early explorations
of portraiture and historical figures, where painting became a
means not only of capturing likeness, but also of exploring the
essence and psychology of his subjects. These early research-
driven works laid the foundation for later projects rooted in
collaboration and human experience.

Alongside portraiture, REGENESIS includes automatic
drawings and intuitive works that explore the subconscious
mind, gesture, and spontaneity. More recent paintings
developed through collaborations with cancer researchers,
scientists, and patients reflect the artist’s ongoing interest

in art as a tool for communication. REGENESIS ultimately
reflects an artist in transition — looking back on two decades
of practice while contemplating new directions still to come.

Runs until Saturday 27th June
Admission free (all welcome)

VISUAL ART




STUDENT
BURSARY
2026

TULLAMORE CREDIT UNION IS THRILLED
TO0 LAUNCH ITS VERY FIRST STUDENT
BURSARY OFFERING A TOTAL OF €5,000 (5 X
€1000) TO SUPPORT LOCAL STUDENTS AS THEY
TAKE THE NEXT STEP IN THEIR EDUCATION
JOURNEY.
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Amy Donlon

SUMMER K-POP
DANCE CAMPS

Ages 6-11:

Monday 6th - Friday 10th July, 10am -1pm
Ages4-5:

Monday 27th - Wednesday 29th July, 10am - 1pm

Calling all young stars!

Join us for an action-packed summer of K-pop, demon hunter
adventures, arts & crafts, musical theatre, and exciting dance
styles from around the world.

Create, perform, and shine all summer long!

Tickets 6 -11: €90 (Booking via schools)
10% discount for bookings of more than 2 children
Tickets 4 -5: €55 (Booking via schools)
10% discount for bookings of more than 2 children
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Pure Mule Productions

THE KINGS OF
THE KILBURN
HIGH ROAD

Friday 10th July, 8pm

Jimmy Murphy’s timeless classic tells the poignant story
of a group of Irish emigrants who moved to London in the
1970s with dreams of fortune. It is now the year 2000 and
the narrative unfolds over a single afternoon of drinking,
reminiscing and confrontation.

Tickets: €20/€18 (+Booking fee)




MYLES
GAFFNEY

Saturday 11th July, 8pm

Myles Gaffney has established himself as one of the leading
lights of the Irish Folk Music scene. A professional songwriter
from Cork City his music is rooted in his working class
background.

Myles burst on to the scene with not one but three Grammy
Nominations for his songs “Come Hold My Hand Son”, “Song
For Fallen Mother’s “ and “Breathe Easy “. His early writing
was recognised as the new voice of Irish Folk music and was
awarded the the prestigious Irish Folk Album of the Year in
2017. A third Grammy Nomination came in 2023 with his song
“Breathe Easy”.

The Irish music community has taken Myles to heart and has
been acclaimed by luminaries such as Christy Moore, Damien
Dempsey and John Spillane to name a few. Myles has also
wrote and collaborated with many a well known Irish face such
as Roy Keane, Paddy Joe Hill, Joe Duffy among many others.

Myles’ live performances are renowned for their energy and
people engagement qualities. Myles shows takes the audience
on a journey through Irish folklore with many stories he shares
never told before from his vast collection of songs. Guaranteed
a night full of Irishness and pride in culture and heritage.

Tickets: €15 (+Booking fee)
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The Handy Theatre Company

EVER AFTER
VARIETY SHOW

Friday 17th - Sunday 19th July

‘Ever After’ features our Junior stage school students and singing
students, showcasing their talents for acting, dancing and of course
singing. Featuring well known toe tapping songs from Peter Pan,
Wicked, Tangled and many more. Add in a few fairytale characters who
think they are funny and Ever After becomes a show for all the family to
enjoy.

Honk Jr. is a musical retelling of the Hans Christen Anderson story

The Ugly Duckling. With a powerful score, this musical is set in the
countryside, and features Ugly, a duckling, who is rejected by everyone
but his mother, a sly tomcat who wants to eat Ugly, and other barnyard
creatures you wont quickly forget!!

Honk Jr. reminds us that being different is something to celebrate,
because our uniqueness is what makes us special. It also teaches that
kindness and acceptance help everyone feel they belong.

Direction, musical direction and choreography by The Handy Theatre
Company - Sinéad Handy, Greg Peters, Chris Corroon, Hollie Cornally
and Ruth Kelly.

Friday and Saturday performances 7pm, Sunday performance 5pm.

Tickets: €15/€10 (+Booking fee) -« Early booking advised.

And - b’

Production of

WONK!
!

Esker Arts Centre Tullamore
17" -19" July

7pm Friday - Saturday
5pm Sunday

Music by Book and Lyrics by
George Stiles Anthony Drewe

This amateur production is presented by arrangement with
HuscThuu'eImunauoul

All authorised ials are also lied by MTI

www.mtishows.co.uk

E MUSIC THEATRE
INTERMATIONAL




ESKER SESSIONS

VOL IX:

Jan Brierton and David Mallaghan

Friday 19th July, 8pm

Esker Sessions continues this autumn
with the poets Jan Brierton and David
Mallaghan..

Jan Brierton is a Dublin-based fashion
stylist, creative director and poet. Her
debut collection What Day Is [t? Who
Gives a F*ck was born out of the Covid
lockdown and propelled by a viral poem
that resonated across Ireland.

Her follow-up, Everybody Is a Poem:
Midlife in Rhymes (New Island), explores
menopause, motherhood, friendship and
self-acceptance with her signature mix of
sharp wit and emotional clarity.

Jan has performed her work live at
Electric Picnic, the London Irish Centre,
and the 30lympia Theatre, where she
opened for her poetry hero John Cooper
Clarke.

Tickets: €8 (+Booking fee) * Early booking advised.

David started writing poetry in
Ballinamere National School aged 12. He
was first published in the Fountain annual
aged 15. Using comedy and satire, much
of his work is observational and he has
been performing for 15 years, throughout
Ireland and abroad.

He has also performed stand-up comedy
at various events around the country

and much of my poetry is humorous. His
key influences are William Blake and
Spike Milligan and he has been involved
in running gigs in Tullamore and Dublin
under the name Scene of the Rhyme.

His first collection Turanjalilia Palestine
(2019) was a book of pro-Palestinian
poetry. He is currently working on second
book.
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THEATRE

SINDERELLA -
ADULTS ONLY
PANTO

Saturday 25th July, 8pm

Strictly over 18s

Leave the kids at home, pour the wine and the beers and join us I ;HNDEI&E I [ ?M

for some madcap panto fun. Featuring all the jokes that you'd Gaoo ’ l s A B
never hear at a family show, get ready for some of the filthiest, xAg 0 > LOr . al
funniest and rudest innuendo around.

NOTHING IS OFF LIMITS
‘The funniest Panto | have ever seen’

‘Mindblowingly funny’

‘My jaws hurt from laughing so much’ ﬂ =ﬂ=
‘Brilliant show. We howled with laughter from beginning to end’

Tickets: €21 (+Booking fee)



ACOUSTIC ROOM
SERIES: HUBERT
MURRAY AND
DUBH LEE

Thursday 30th July, 8pm

The Acoustic Room is new platform for original music at Esker Arts.
Featuring singer-songwriters from the midlands, the Acoustic Room
offers an intimate, special experience of original songs. The inaugural
Acoustic Room gig will feature two of Offaly’s finest music artists: Hubert
Murray and Dubh Lee.

Guitarist and singer-songwriter Dubh Lee has entertained countless
audiences across Ireland. With wide-ranging influences -from folk,
blues and rock -and an unadorned, honest vocal style, her songs explore
excess, ennui, heartache and womanhood. Not afraid of experimenting
with genre, Dubh Lee’s vocals have featured on the tracks of hip-hop and
drum’'n’bass artists.

Hubert Murray, has a voice bursting from the soul. Growing up in a house
of mix-tapes and stacks of folk & blues records, he sifted through each
one, de-composing their melodies and lyrics. His distorted folk sound
embodies all that is best in modern roots music, combining soul, energy
and storytelling.His sound bows a head to the masters of melody and
word such as John Martyn, Beck, Laura Marling and Jeff Buckley
Tickets: €10 Early booking advised.




DRAWING DARU

Official opening Saturday 15th August

The Drawing Daru project, facilitated by Visual Artist Claire Guinan, is
an exploration of the Book of Durrow through Art. Claire ran a series of
workshops with the ladies from the Tullamore Women’s Shed, inviting
participants to study and explore the intricate images and calligraphy
of this ancient manuscript.

The finished artworks celebrating the creative journey and artistic
responses of the group are being displayed during Heritage week.

The Drawing Daru project was supported by Offaly County Council’'s
Creative Ireland Programme 2026

Runs until 29th August

Admission free (all welcome)




FRIENDS OF
ESKER ARTS
LAUNCH CONCERT

Friday 11th September, 8pm

This special concert will celebrate the launch of Friends of Esker Arts, a new
initiative that invites audiences, supporters and advocates to play a vital role in the
future of arts and culture in our community. Esker Arts has quickly become a vibrant
gathering place where creativity, imagination and shared experiences flourish. This
launch concert brings together a wonderful line-up of artists reflecting the diversity,
talent and creative spirit that Esker Arts seeks to nurture and celebrate.

We are delighted to have acclaimed singer-songwriter Tolii Makay, whose powerful
voice and distinctive interpretations have earned national and international
recognition. Joining her are the talented young members of Music Generation Offaly
Seoda Ceoil Harp, Donlon Dance Company and the Academy Chamber Choir. The
concert will also features performances by Chris Corroon and Colin Hughes, two of
Offaly’s most experienced and acclaimed musical theatre artists.

As we launch Friends of Esker Arts, we invite you to become part of the next chapter
of this remarkable venue. Membership support helps us continue to present an
outstanding artistic programme, develop opportunities for emerging artists, engage
with schools and communities, and ensure that creativity remains accessible to all.
By becoming a Friend, you are investing not only in a building or a programme, but in
a shared cultural future; one that enriches lives, strengthens community connections
and creates lasting memories. come.

Tickets: €25 Early booking advised.
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This is the debut tour of an exciting new
quartet comprising four of our finest
and most experienced musicians. Their
programme looks both to music and
events of the 1920s and to the upcoming
bi-centenary of Beethoven’s death in
1827.

Beethoven'’s early B flat quartet

moves from a brilliant and uplifting
opening movement, through a gentle
adagio and a wildly irregular scherzo,
to the heart of the piece, a moving
slow introduction to the finale which
Beethoven entitled La Malinconia. The
finale itself is curously enigmatic, as if
unsure how to react to the pathos of its
opening.

Pulitzer prize winning composer
Caroline Shaw took this Beethoven
quartet as the blueprint of her

2016 quartet of that name and its
transformation is both fascinating and
entertaining.

The story behind Irish-American
composer Swan Hennessy'’s beautiful
second string quartet is outlined on

RTE’s Century Ireland website. Written
in memory of Terence MacSwiney,
shortly after his death on hunger strike
in 1920, the piece was premiered by
four Dublin-based musicians at the
World Congress of the Irish Race in
Paris on the evening of 25 January
1922. The audience included Eamon de
Valera, Countess Markievicz and Mary
MacSwiney (sister of Terence).

Leos Janacek’s first string

quartet Kreutzer Sonata is one of the
most searing and psychologically
charged works in the quartet
repertoire. Written in 1923 and inspired
by Tolstoy’s novella of the same name,
the music is raw, fragmented and
intensely direct. Sudden contrasts,
speechlike motifs and restless
rhythmic energy create a compelling
sense of theatrical drama.

Gealan Quartet:

Sarah Sew - Violin

Hugh Murray - Violin
Alexandros Koustas - Viola
Aoife Burke-Cello

PROGRAMME:
Beethoven

String Quartet in B flat
Op.18 No.6 [1800]

Caroline Shaw
Blueprint [2016]

Swan Hennessy
String Quartet No.2 [1920]

Janacéek
String Quartet No.1
Kreutzer Sonata [1924]

Tickets: €20 / €18 (+Booking fee)




CULTURE
NIGHT AT
ESKER ARTS

Friday 18th September

Esker Arts will once again present an eclectic evening of

arts and culture, with something for everybody. At the time
of going to press, final details are being confirmed but keep
an eye on our website and social medias for full details.
Special and unique events and workshops are specifically
programmed at participating locations, and nis brough to you
by The Arts Council, in partnership with local authorities and
cultural organisations throughout the island of Ireland.

Admission to Culture Night events will be free, but booking
may be required for some events.

Supported by Offaly County Council.

CULTURE NIGHT

Tickets: Free (Booking advised)

CULTURE
NIGHT
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The Pulse of Ireland’ H1dden Heartlands

Tucked away in the town’s quiet centre, Tullamore Court Hotel is a gateway to the midlands.
Here, morning swims are unhurried, local flavours are savoured, and every moment feels sublime.
Step outside and storied pathways await — from the Gothic towers of Charleville Castle to the stately
walls of Belvedere House. When the exploring is done, a genuine midlands welcome awaits.

Book your escape today +353 (57) 934 66 66 hello@tullamorecourthotel.ie




MUIREANN NIC
AMHLAOIBH,

PAULINE SCANLON,
TOM MORROW
& JOHN DOYLE

Thursday 24th September, 8pm

Ei‘*




Join us to explore songs and tunes that celebrate the beauty, depth Muireann Nic Amhlaoibh - Voice, Flute
and spirit of Irish music. Pauline Scanlon - Voice
Tom Morrow -Fiddle, Viola

Music Network continues its 40th anniversary celebrations with . :
John Doyle - Guitar, Voice

a dynamic new collaboration featuring four of Ireland’s most
outstanding traditional musicians.

This sensational new ensemble unites the phenomenal voices of
Muireann Nic Amhlaoibh and Pauline Scanlon, two of Ireland’s most
striking interpreters of traditional and contemporary song. Their
seamless vocal blend, rich, emotive and deeply rooted in the tradition,
promises to create moments of pure magic.

Joining them are Tom Morrow, Dervish’s distinguished fiddle player,
whose effortless style and artistry have graced stages worldwide,
and acclaimed guitarist, singer and songwriter John Doyle, renowned
for his dynamic musicianship and creative flair.

Together they will weave new interpretations with time-honoured
tradition in an evening of exquisite harmonies, fiery instrumentals
and musical storytelling at its finest.

Tickets: €18 / €16 (+Booking fee)
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COLIN HUGHES

STONES N S ncms

BY Hllﬁll IINES

"ESKER ARTS CENTRE TUES 20 SEPT—SAT 4 0CT

Tickets from www.eskerarts.ie

An amateur production by arrangement with Nick Hern Books

Colin Hughes Promotions

STONES IN HIS
POCKETS

Tuesday 29th Septmber -
Saturday 4th October, 8pm

Following the success of The Snapper, Avenue Q, Les
Miserables and One Flew Over The Cuckoo’s Nest, Colin Hughes
Promotions presents the world famous, Olivier Award winning
tragicomedy - Stones in His Pockets by Marie Jones. A rural
Ireland village which is descended upon by a Hollywood film
studio. As cultures clash, it becomes clear that Tinseltown’s
romanticized dream of Ireland is a long, long way from reality.

Colin Hughes and Chris Corron will bring to life a host of
extraordinary characters in this thought provoking and witty
comedly.

Tickets: €25 (+Booking fee)
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WORKSHOPS

POETRY WORKSHOP - GERALDINE O’NEILL

Saturday 4th July, 10am-1pm

Following on from her popular February session, internationally published author
and creative writing tutor Geraldine O’Neill returns for a relaxed and inspiring
half-day poetry workshop.

Geraldine will introduce a variety of structures and styles, demonstrating how
different forms can shape meaning, rhythm, and voice. The emphasis will be on
exploration rather than rules, allowing participants to experiment and discover
approaches that suit their own writing.

Tickets: €25 (+Booking fee)

FIELDCRAFT FOR THE CURIOUS

7th July & 21st July, 10am - 5pm

We are looking for curious young minds (Ages 10-17) to join us for a two part
programme encouraging connection with nature. Join local botanist, Helena Brady
and feltmaker, Caitriona Nolan on a guided field trip and creative workshop. Various
techniques can be explored, such as plant pressing, wool felting, printmaking and
botanical drawing. Participants’ work will then be exhibited in Tullamore Llbrary in
August.

Places are limited, so book early to avoid disappointment!

Dates & Locations:
7th July -Grand Canal
21st July -Lough Boora-(Bus service provided)

Tickets: Free




CHILDREN'’S PAINTING WORKSHOP

- VALERIA AL TAWIL

Saturday 18th July, 1pm -3pm
Join us for a fun Painting Workshop for Kids -perfect for the 8-12 age group.

WE'll be painting a colourful image on canvas, learning fun technigues in a relaxed and
inspiring atmosphere. Valeria will guide them step by step through drawing and then
painting their chosen image.

Materials included.

Tickets: €20 (+Booking fee)

SELF-GUIDED LIFE DRAWING FOR ARTISTS

Friday 18th September, 11am - 3pmm
Would you like to further your drawing skills and meet like-minded artists in a friendly
atmosphere?

Esker Arts is delighted to present monthly self-guided Life Drawing for artists with
model and easels provided. Drawing materials and paper will not be supplied. These
sessions are without a tutor.

Aimed at moderate to advanced drawers.

There is no photography allowed at life-drawing sessions.

Tickets: €20 (per session) * (Booking essential)
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VOLUNTEER AT
ESKER ARTS

Volunteers are a vital part of the team here at Esker Arts and
we are always looking to grow our pool of volunteers.

Esker Arts offer two volunteer roles, invigilators and ushers.

Invigilation includes the care of art works on display during
exhibitions. They have a vital role in helping to create a warm
welcome for our visitors and answering general queries.

Ushers are a crucial part of the show call on production here
at Esker Arts. They provide help guiding visitors to their
seats and general guidance around the building.

If you would like to join our team of volunteers or have any
further queries, please contact info@eskerarts.ie

If you would like to advertise
your business in the Esker Arts
programme brochure
please contact
marketing@eskerarts.ie

for details.

% Reveal

WELLBEING COACH &
LIFESTYLE PRACTITIONER

MORI. FENFERGY
| XSS STRESS

| help busy women create |
realistic, sustainable routines
that boost their energy,
reduce stress & bring
balance back to
everyday life




Centra

Scally’s « Tullamore

AT YOUR SERVICE
@
0920

Scally’s Centra Arden Rd, Tullamore
We cater for all events, call us on 057 932 1187




OPENING HOURS
TUES-FRI:10am-5pm
SAT:10am-3pm

CLOSED: Sunday & Monday

High St., Tullamore, Co. Offaly, R35 NY50
Email: info@eskerarts.ie

Phone: 057-9383801

www.eskerarts.ie

Comhairle Chontae Uibh Fhaili
AM Offaly County Council
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